
as sweet as "A Rose of Yesterday." Alas! we are not "men
of learning," and we do not claim to be\p=m-\weare only men
who are learning. There is only one man of learning, only one
\p=m-\andhe will not quote titles of books "because many of these
titles are misspelled." We are desolate. We once knew of a

woman who never married because some men are bad. All
mankind grieved.
The writer acknowledges the justness of the criticism of

Achilles Rose, M.D., as to there being some misspelled titles
in the 17-page list of "New Medical Publications" published
in the initial number of the Journal. Typographical errors
will creep in, and in this instance circumstances, unfortunately,
prevented this list from receiving the careful revision the
editors will be able to give it in the future. Then, if the eyes
of "The Great Corrector" perchance ever again should see
this "monstrosity" perhaps his grief will be somewhat assuaged.

We like just criticism and take it kindly. We solicit it.
Criticism is the index finger pointing to progress. Thank God,
we have not the slightest idea that we have reached a state
of perfection.

The Medical Library and Historical Journal,
Alrebt T. Huntington, Editor.

Registrations at the Madrid Congress.
The following circular letter is self-explanatory:

Cincinnati, Feb. 24, 1903.
Dear Doctor:\p=m-\Sometime last year I received a lot of appli-

cation blanks from the secretary of the International Medical
Congress of Madrid, and, in turn, forwarded them to the
members of the A. A. O. G., requesting such as desired to
fill out the same and return them, with the admission fee
of $6. I received in return a number of applications, with
checks, etc., and forwarded them to Madrid, with the request
that the registration tickets be forwarded direct to the sub-
scribers. I heard nothing more of the matter, and entirely
overlooked the fact that I failed to receive my own admission
ticket, until I received, to-day, advice as follows:

Your very gracious letter, enclosing 126 pesetas,
was duly received. I am, however, full of humilia-
tion to advise you that the accompanying applications
were mislaid. We have tried to find them, but, at the
last moment, forced to abandon the effort. If you
will be so kind as to again forward the names, the
certificates will be made out at once.

I have no memorandum of those who subscribed, and write
to ask whether or not you sent your subscription to me. If
so, kindly advise me, and I will at once forward the informa¬
tion to Madrid.

Please let me hear from you by return mail.
Very sincerely yours,

Chas. A. L. Reed.

Anti-Infectious Action of Crede's Collargol.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Inyour issue of December 20 I notice with

much surprise and regret an editorial, "Anti-Infectious Action
of Cred\l=e'\'sCollargol," in which the statement is made that, be-
cause the bacteriologic investigations of Cohn in Pfeiffer's
laboratory (K\l=o"\nigsberg)have given negative results, and be-
cause 45 minutes after introduction into the circulation colloid
silver is no longer demonstrable in the blood, its fate as a

specific against sepsis is settled.
It seems that you expect from collargolum a powerful bac-

tericide effect, as from sublimate or nitrate of silver; if it
possessed an action of this character, it could never be intro-
duced so freely into the system. As, however, Professor
Wenckebach (director of the Groningen University Medical
Clinic) states, collargolum is a powerful catalysator in the
body, and hence can only enhance the normal bactericide proper-
ties of the blood.
Bacteriologic experiments are incompetent to determine the

efficacy or inefficacy of collargolum, since its action is only de-
veloped in the body, and in the presence of pathogenic bacteria
or their toxins, with which it forms combinations, while in
sterile blood or lymph it remains metallic silver.

I am sorry that in this editorial you have brushed aside the
clinical testimony of such men as Professors Roswell Park,
A. Jacoby, S. Marx, Chas. G. Cumston, H. J. Boldt, Dieckerhoff,
Tillmanns, Walter B. Dorsett, George M. Coon, Forchheimer,
Drs. Gustav Schirmer, Oscar Wearier, and many others, whose
reports you will find in our pamphlets of March, 1899; March,
1900; October, 1900; March, 1901; October, 1901; March, 1902,
and October, 1902, which we send you by this mail, separately.
I do not remember having ever seen a single clinical report
"denying all claims of efficacy*' for collargolum; if such have
been published their number is utterly insignificant to that of
the favorable ones. Your very truly, C. F. Steifel.

A Sample Health Board Propaganda.
Detroit, Mich., Feb. 28, 1903.

To the Editor:\p=m-\I accepted the appointment as a member
of the Detroit Board of Health from Governor Pingree, Feb. 21,
1899, for the term ending Feb. 28, 1903.
On March 15, 1899, certain thoughts of mine appeared in the

Detroit Evening News concerning the workings of the Detroit
Health Department, and the kind of man needed as health
officer. These thoughts later became my convictions, and were

contained in my fixed policy, and were, viz.:
(a) Health officer to be a clinical physician with executive abil-

ity, and to have had personal experience diagnosing contagious dis-
eases, including smallpox, scarlet fever and diphtheria.

(b) Health officer to examine personally suspicious or doubtful
cases reported to the department, and meet personally private
physicians asking consultation thereon.

(c) Health office to be operated on practical business principles,
and without political coloring.
(d) Methods of health office to be up-to-date, but for every dollar

of cost of maintenance the department to obtain full value in prac¬
tical results—all unnecessary expense to be eliminated.

(e) All health department work of a medical nature to be per¬
formed by the salaried physician employes of the city.
(f) Health officer and all employes to give their entire time to

the department. Under no circumstances should persons on regular
salary be paid extra compensation.
Spencer says: "Political life is healthy only in proportion

as it is conscientious." I have endeavored faithfully to enforce
the above policy, as well as all health laws and ordinances
applicable to Detroit, with what success the official records of
the Detroit Board of Health will show.

John L. Irwin, M.D.

Queries and Minor Notes.
Anonymous Communications will not be noticed. Queries for

this column must be accompanied by the writer's name and address,
but the request of the writer not to publish his name will be faith¬
fully observed.

MEDICAL PRACTICE QUERIES.
Grand Rapids, Mich., Feb. 27, 1903.

To the Editor:—I am a graduate of a recognized medical college
and am registered in Michigan. I wish to move to California. I
understand that there is reciprocity between Illinois and California
and between Michigan and Illinois. Is this true? Now, would It
be allowable for me to register in Illinois and from there register
in California? If not, what will I have to do to practice in Cali¬
fornia? Kindly answer in your "Queries." J. S. Randall.
Ans.—Illinois reciprocates on certain conditions with Michigan,

but not with California yet. An examination will probably be re¬
quired in California.

Johnson Creek, Wis., March 2, 1903.
To the Editor:—Kindly let me know through the Queries and

Minor Notes department of The Journal which state boards of
medical examiners reciprocate and on what basis? Mich.
Ans.—Delaware reciprocates with New Jersey and Maryland ;

Illinois with Indiana, Maine, Michigan, New Jersey and Wisconsin ;
Indiana with Michigan, "Wisconsin and Illinois : New Jersey with
Delaware, Maine and Illinois ; Maine with Illinois and New Jersey.

Some states accept certificates of certain others—thus Pennsyl¬
vania accepts those of New York, and Texas those of some twenty
other states—Delaware. District of Columbia, Georgia, Iowa, Louisi¬
ana, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri (if issued after July, 1901),
Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North
Carolina. Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Utah, Virginia,
Washington.
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